122	^Beginning of Civil War	chap.
O	O      */
deliverer of Rome from the Cimbri and Teutones. Relying
on the doctrine of Gracchus, that the sovereignty of the people
extended to foreign affairs, the democrats, with the aid of
Sulpicius Rufus, a skilful politician, carried through the
popular assembly a proposal that the command should be
transferred to Marius ; they tried at the same time to secure
the support of the Italians, who hated Sulla, by giving them
the full rights of Roman citizens.
Threatened with death Sulla was forced to yield : he fled
from Rome to his army in Campania. His cause seemed
utterly hopeless. But the legions in Campania supported
him. They had been sure that he would lead them to
a profitable and bloodless campaign in the East, whence they
would soon return to Italy, to settle on rich land taken from
the Italians. But now all these hopes were dashed. If
Marius went to the East, he would not take them with him.
Only one course lay open : they could compel Rome by force
to submit to the will of the legions, they could start the first
military revolution. Haste was necessary, for every day of
delay made success more doubtful. Considerations of duty
were suppressed; the Italian war had already accustomed
the Roman soldier to fight against his brothers. The general
and the army quickly decided to march against Rome. The
officers alone were left behind. The city was taken by assault;
though Marius managed to escape, the chiefs of the opposite
party were destroyed; and the new democratic laws were
repealed.
After this easy victory over his rival two possible paths
lay open before Sulla. He might either stay in Italy and
prepare for the inevitable continuation of civil war, or leave
Italy to itself and proceed to the East, in order to return
victorious with increased resources and a devoted army pre-
pared to execute all his commands. He decided on the latter
course. Had he stayed in Italy, it is doubtful whether his
troops would have continued to support him. Before his
departure to Greece and Asia he hastily carried some measures
of reform—a foretaste of the complete programme which was
in future to restore and confirm the rule of the Senate.
Immediately after his departure power passed into the
hands of his rivals. The management of affairs was con-
centrated in the hands of the democrats, led by Marius and
Cinna; the former crushed the resistance of the Senate with

